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henjamln Shotuell House 
rlappy Valley Lane 
Raritan  Tovaishxp,   Middlesex County3 ITev/ Jersey 

• 

Ovmer:     Herbert  R#   Rimy on 

Date  of  Erection:      1747-1750 

Architect: 

Builder:  Benjamin Shotv/ell 

Present Condition:  Good 

hiuuber of Stories:  One and one-half 

Materials of Construction:  foundation - stone 

TlVtfiT1 -1 l;inl 1 ;er:ior wails  -   rra^e 
c on s tru c 11 on,   bri cli  i'i 11 ed, 
shingles and  siding 

Interior  r;alls   -  blaster 

Inside brick chinmey 

Koof -  pitch 

Historical Dafci 

This house v;as built somewhere around 1750 bv 
Denjauin Shotv/ell.  It v;as left to his daughter hancy 
Thornal.  John. Kunyon bought the property fror.- Lev/is and 
ITancy Thornal in 1801*  hive generations of the Runyon 
family have lived in -:he house - John, Ephraiir; Y.%9   Isaac 
S», harbort Ih, and Gilbert*  herbert Kunyon, the fourth 
generation, is the present ovrner. 
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The original section of 
of a front; ana oac^ room, i 
leading; to an open chamber 

>G, a 
.s  house  consisted 
;itchen -with stair; 

nd  tv:o bedrooms,   a milk 
roora mat  ooenea  rr-on IQ I'ji'GCiien :a; room: this 

lower than the first floor, it had a brick room va 
floor v/ith a   stone   shelf built   around .es 'rxa^n- 

.n tne oe-ixin.* ally* the hea^ 
184S these uere nlastered ove: 

were er)osea, 
S ome 

but in 
have 

been mad* oin he character of the old colonial house 
has still been retained*  In 1S46 Ephraim Runyon added 
to it on the east side; the old shed 1:1 tchen v.jas novecl 
to the '.; agcn house and is nov; used as a ^araae; two 
rooms were added downstairs and tvio  upstairs, also a 

out under this section and shed kitchen, a cellar v;a 
built to it, Isaac o LO an inside stairway 

died in 1868, added three bedrooms ovsi* the s; 
kitchen v;ith a back stairv/ay loading to them. 
house had a Dutch oven; this v:ac installed by i^'^-j 

in 1046 and v-as taken out by Isaac in 1372.  fhe 
erssent ouner lias made no cbanues other than the 
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v/indow on  the   east   side  of 
sion en   the  front uorch* 

ijl: ;cncn m  exten 

fiDrro^rapny: 

;.!0"ces  i urniS.UBC "cue  nrescut  owner 
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upcrvzsmg  mi 

District Officer 


